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GENERAL STANDARDS FOR ICD-10-AM

0001 PRINCIPAL DIAGNOSIS
For guidance regarding:

• Sequelae
• 0011

• suspected conditions — see ACS 0012 Suspected conditions
• principal diagnosis in obstetric episodes of care — see ACS Chapter 15 

•

Description(s)
Principal diagnosis is:

(AIHW 2024e).

1. PRINCIPAL DIAGNOSIS

1.1

Exception(s)
1. Do not General standards for ICD-10-AM:

• ACS 0049 

• ACS 0050 

Note(s)
1. The phrase after study

responsible for occasioning the episode of care

principal diagnosis, the coding directives in ICD-10-AM Tabular List and Alphabetic Index take precedence 

over all other guidelines (see ICD-10-AM Tabular List:  and 

ICD-10-AM Alphabetic Index: ). 

Example 1:

Coronary artery disease

Myocardial infarction

Assign: Principal diagnosis: Myocardial infarction

Rationale: Myocardial infarction — 
occasioning the episode of care ( 1.1)
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2. AETIOLOGY AND MANIFESTATION CONVENTION (THE ‘DAGGER AND 
ASTERISK’ SYSTEM)

2.1

Note(s)

2.

3. PROBLEMS AND UNDERLYING CONDITIONS

3.1.1

3.1.2 Do not 

Example 2:

Rationale: 3.1.1)

An additional diagnosis code is not
3.1.2).

3.2.1
only

3.2.2

Example 3:

Assign: Principal diagnosis: Seizures

Rationale:  3.2.1)

3.2.2)

Example 4:

Assign: Principal diagnosis: Ascites

Additional diagnosis: Liver disease

Rationale: 3.2.1)

Liver disease — for the underlying condition ( 3.2.2)
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4. SYMPTOMS, SIGNS AND ILL-DEFINED CONDITIONS

4.1 Do not

See also the Note at the beginning of Chapter 18.

5. ACUTE ON CHRONIC CONDITIONS

5.1

5.2

Exception(s) 
2. Do not apply 

• or
•

Example 5:

Index: Pancreatitis
- acute (recurrent) K85.9
…
- chronic (infectious) K86.1
…

Assign: Principal diagnosis: Acute pancreatitis

Additional diagnosis: Chronic pancreatitis

Rationale:
5.2)

Chronic pancreatitis — for the chronic condition (acute on chronic) ( 5.1)

Example 6:

Tabular List:    C92.0 Acute myeloblastic leukaemia [AML]
Excludes:

Assign: C92.1-

Rationale: Excludes note in subcategory C92.0 

(Exception 2)

Example 7:

Index: Bronchiolitis (acute) (infective) (subacute) J21.9

Assign: J44.8

Rationale:
not

(additional) code assigned (Exception 2)


